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Life in Forest Hill 

 

Forest Hill 

Forest Hill is between Country Harbour und Salmon River Lake in 
Guysborough County. It is 3 hours away from the Halifax airport and 15 
minutes from the ocean. The property has approximately 1km water 
frontage, what is seldom even for Canada. That means for you that the 
wider and deeper part of the lake is all yours and ours.  

 

The property is all forest and slightly hilly; and at this point there is no 
building on or near the lake. Since the rest of the lake frontage is Crown 
land, we are the only ones who are allowed to build houses near Grassy 
Lake. This guaranties absolute quiet and peace, clean and fresh air and 
pure nature. This also means that we are the only ones who can decide 
how many buildings there will be. Since we want to leave nature in its 
original state we will only accept a few buildings and the tenants will be 
selected very carefully. The main criterion our future tenants must have 
is a love for nature and the willingness to keep it as it is.   

Currently the property is not subdued and can be viewed and visited in 
its original, natural state and beauty. In order to develop the area we will 
need 10 Crowd Funding investors at the minimum. As soon as there will 
be 10 such investors we will begin to build our own sewer system, drill 
wells, build roads, build a wind turbine and bring a telephone line to the 
property. Investors are future tenants who are willing to pay the rent for 



10 years ahead and will receive several benefits in return (see last 
page).  

 

The tenants only rent the lot and will get permission to build their own 
cottage or trailer. The size of the lots will be at least 20x20 meters 
(400m2) so that each mobile home or cottage owner will have a small 
yard to plant. A future tenant can rent up to three lots what might be 
desiring for families. The whole 150 acres property is large enough to 
offer food for 30+ families in times of lack and famine.  

The reason why we have decided to rent the lots instead of selling them 
is because we want to prevent greed and land speculation that are so 
typical with lake frontage properties. On the other hand that way the 
tenant has more flexibility and can leave and move his cottage or trailer 
to wherever he wants. That way you can have your personal paradise 
without being bound. If you don’t want to stay in Forest Hill any longer, 
you simply resign, take your mobile home and move to someplace else 
or you can sell it to the next tenant.  

 

 

 



Our wild cohabitants in Forest Hill 

Our property is almost completely grown with mix wood and the variety 
of animals is big. You can see deer, moose, coyotes, black bears, 
porcupines, raccoons, skunks, bold eagles und beavers (our lake has its 
own beaver dam). The loudest noise you can hear is the chatter of the 
squirrels. The lake is rich on fish and known for its large trout. For the 
tenants fishing is allowed to a certain point, however, hunting on the 
property is not allowed.  

 

Your future home 

 

The yearly rent for the single lot is currently SFR 3‘600.—. Since we only 
want serious tenants who are willing to take care of nature and the 
property, those who will sign a 10-year rent as investor-renters and pay 
for the 10 years ahead will have priority. In return you will live rent-free 
the 11th year. That way your monthly rent comes down to only SFR 272 
per month for the next 11 years. Another advantage is that this will give 
us the necessary capital for the infrastructure without having to add the 
high Canadian mortgage interests to the lease. From the 12th year your 
rent will be paid yearly or you can cancel the contract.  

On top of the yearly (or 10-year) rent there will be only small costs for 
water, sewage, snow plowing, land tax, road maintenance, and the 
caretaker of approximately 100 to 150 Swiss Francs plus your personal 
consumption of power. Therefore, if you can pay off your own building, 
you will live very low-cost.  

Since our property is rich in fresh water the whole community will be 
entirely independent from government water. We will also have our own 
power generated through a wind turbine and each tenant can have his 
own solar panels on the roof. Because we will have our own sewer 
system we depend on honest and chemical-free tenants.  

Because of their terrible health-threatening effect on humans and nature, 
mobile technology of any kind (cell phones, tablets, WiFi) wire-free 



phones and devices are not allowed. Therefore there will be a land line 
for phone and internet available.   

 

In Canada mobile homes (trailers) are very common what gives you a 
large choice of nice, well insulated, new or used cottages for a fair price. 
You can also build your own log house, hobbit house, straw-bale house, 
or place your own camper, chipsy wagon, wigwam, yurt, tiny house or 
container house…you name it…for as long as your building doesn’t 
disturb your neighbors and passes the regulations for the building 
permits.   

There are whole construction kits for mobile log homes available starting 
at $7,000 (not suitable for the use in Winter) up to $35,000 (well 
insulated). Used mobile homes can even cost less. That way even a 
person or a family with a small budget can purchase or build a home in 
Forest Hill. In the Guysborough area there are many very good 
craftsmen available who can get hired for a very decent price.  

The Forest Hill Retreat can be used for permanent residency, as your 
second home, or for vacations. As soon as there will be enough 
prospects, we will organize visitation tours to Forest Hill. This will 
hopefully be by this Summer. Nonbinding reservations for lots can 
already be made now. That way you can choose and reserve your 
favorite spot before anyone else, and during your visitation you can 
make your final decision. First come, first serve. Cancellation is possible 
at any time.  



 

Once you have reserved your favorite spot, visited the property and 
made your final decision, it will be time to sign the contract. This can be a 
1-year rent or a 10-year rent. Those tenants with a 10-year rent 
(investors) can choose their lots first.  

With the conclusion of the contract/lease comes a one-time fee of SFR 
2’000 for the lawyer and other expenses.  

 

Guysborough County 

Forest Hill is in the Guysborough County which borders the Antigonish 
county and Cape Breton Island. This is a very beautiful, mainly forested 
area with hundreds of lakes and is sparsely populated. Therefore the air 
is very clean and the forests smell in an intensity we hardly know 
anymore in Europe. As a side note, not far from Forest Hill, on the other 
side of the peninsula Tom Hanks and other famous stars have their 
vacation homes.  

The picturesque shore town Guysborough has everything you need: 
hospital, schools, doctor, vet, restaurants, hair dresser, hotels, 
pharmacy, building supplies, mall, hardware store, bank, golf court, pub, 
bakery, library, theatre, cafés, etc. and is only 20 minutes away from 
Forest Hill.  



 

The next larger town is Antigonish with university, health food store, 
hospital, cinema, culture, Sears, Staples, dry cleaners, and all kinds of 
stores and malls can be reached in 45 minutes by car. Who needs to 
smell big city air from time to can reach Halifax within 3 hours. And it 
gets even bigger than that. From Forest Hill you can travel to Toronto by 
car within 24 hours or in a couple of hours by plane. Montréal with a 
large Ikea store is only halfway between Forest Hill and Toronto.  

The Guysborugh county is ideal for long hiking tours, game watching, 
bird watching, whale watching, photography, swimming, bicycle riding, 
golfing, and sailing during the warm seasons and ice fishing, curling, ice 
hockey and ice skating in Winter. During the Winter our lake is solid 
frozen and children can skate and play hockey on it all Winter.  

The medical care in Canada is very good. With a permanent resident 
visa in Canada all health costs including hospital is free (you pay it with 
your taxes).  

Forest Hill is mostly an untouched piece of nature as large parts of the 
Guysborough county are. Nevertheless, you are never far from 
civilization with its amenities. Here you have the choice. You can live a 
life in total solitude and remoteness or you can enjoy the unspoiled 
nature and at the same time be part of the community life. Although the 
cultural life is not the same like in European cities, you don’t have to live 
without. Even the tiny town of Guysborough has a cultural center with 
theaters and concerts, just don’t expect European quality.  

 

 

 

 



 

For whom is this way of living?  

As you may have realized, the Forest Hill Retreat is a pretty rare piece of 
nature and leaves room for the realization of many of your dreams and 
desires. This peaceful piece of land is for … 

 singles 

 families 

 retirees 

 individuals who love nature and want to protect it 

 people who want to live a healthy, chemical-free life 

 people who want to lead a mainly radiation-free life 

 individuals who feel deep in their hearts that this is their way of 
living 

 people who want to live a simple life and thus want to gain better 
quality of life 

It is not our goal to make Forest Hill a place where we are out of touch 
with reality with no comfort at all. Of course, who wants that kind of life 
can certainly realize that in Forest Hill. We personally are not willing to 
do without things like running water, power (we tap alternative sources), 
baths, washing machines, cars, telephone, and internet. It is our goal to 
live a healthy life in accord with nature. What we want is to live in the 
world without being of the world.  



 

What we are looking for in future tenants are cohabitants who can live 
without cell phones, tablets, Wi-Fi, microwave ovens, cordless phones, 
chemical substances and everything that hurts and destroys the health of 
humans and nature.  

 

This is not for people who… 

 who depend on a wheelchair (although this may change and is 
negotiable)  

 want to exploit nature 

 love hunting 

 have the devil-may-care mentality 

 quickly need a job but don’t have sufficient qualifications 

 who are not willing to live without their cell phones and tablets 

 smoke and who are not willing to quit 



 are quarrelsome and judicial  

 are intolerant towards other groups and minorities 

The age is rather secondary. People of any age can find a home in 
Forest Hill. The currently oldest future tenant is 85. The main thing is that 
you’re healthy and are fit for such a move. This has to be the lifestyle you 
really want and desire. Less ideal (although not impossible) this is for 
very young people (older teenagers, early twenties) who have not been 
grown up in that kind of culture and who are used to have the amenities 
of big cities to their disposal and all kinds of diversions…unless they 

move to Forest Hill with their whole family or befriended families with 
youths in their age. In such a case the youths need to be well informed 
and fully aware of the realities in Nova Scotia.  

On top of all those considerations it is very important that you are 
listening to your heart at every step in the process.  

 

 

Your next steps 

If you feel attracted to this project, your next step is to communicate with 
us personally. We will answer all your questions, address some 
unrealistic expectations you may have, and make an appointment for 
your first visit in Forest Hill or a video tour in case that you can’t come to 
Nova Scotia personally. And if after talking to us you still feel that this is 
your way, we highly encourage you to make a reservation for your 
favorite spot. On the next page you find a plan with the lots and on the 
last page of this brochure a form for your nonbinding reservation of your 
favorite lot.  

It’s very important that you share your wishes, desires and perceptions 
with us. We will be happy to share with you what is realistic and what 
not. In 1995 we immigrated to Canada with all these romantic ideas and 
dreams of a natural life in Canada. Most of these dreams were 



unrealistic. There are plenty of opportunities and possibilities to live the 
life of your dreams that are realistic and that most immigrants don’t even 
know about. The whole Forest Hill community offers some protection you 
may otherwise not have and that can be extremely valuable.   

If you are a greenhorn regarding immigration, you are welcome to benefit 
from our personal experiences. We hope we could already answer many 
of your questions and that you are as enthused about this project as we 
are.   

 

If you have any further questions, please feel free to send us an email to 
info@lifeinforesthill.com for a Skype appointment. On the next page you’ll 
find a form for your nonbinding reservation. You can reserve up to 3 lots. 
Simply fill out the form and send it to Ms. Maja Iten, Camping Sternen 
272, 6196 Marbach, Switzerland or email it to info@lifeinforesthill.com.  

We wish you a lot of fun with the planning and look forward to bne 
hearing from you soon. 

With thanks and kind regards, 

your Iten Family  
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Plan of the Lots 

 

  



Reservation for serious prospects 

 

1. Person:  

Last Name:      Name: 

Address:      Postal Code and City: 

Country:       

Telephone:      Cell Phone:  

 

2. Person:  

Last Name:      Name: 

Address:      Postal Code and City: 

Country:       

Telephone:      Cell Phone:  

 

Herby I/we reserve ___ (number of) Lot(s) at 400m2 in the Forest Hill Retreat as an  

O Investor with a 10-year lease of SFR 36’000 (the 11th year will be rent-free) 

O tenant with a 1-year rent of SFR 3’600 (the rent may change at any time). 

Our preferred lot number/s is/are: ___.___,___. I/we understand that this reservation is 

nonbinding and that I/we can only reserve an approximate position on the site, and that the 

sole purpose for this reservation is to be one of the first who can choose the final lot/s (first 

come first serve).  

With this reservation I/we make a down-payment of SFR 2‘000. The undersigned agree that 

with a cancellation of the reservation there will be a charge a 50% fee for expenses. The rest 

of SFR 1‘000 will be refunded immediately upon my cancellation. If the family Iten will have 

to cancel for whatever reason, my down-payment will fully be refunded.  

City:__________________ Date: _________ Signatures: _________________________________ 

Please send this form to: Ms. Maja Iten, Camping Sternen 272, 6196 Marbach, 

Switzerland or to info@lifeinforesthill.com. 


